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Christ is revealed in the meeting of hearts!

Frs. Shnork and Hetum meet for the first time inperson and heart to heart”
On October 9, 2018, following the tragic loss of life fro

g ns‘You 100k at your life, nake
.;,._‘ /, my heart donor, who with the sacrificial gift of org ssmnc P“.GI“MAGEgzuzz

donation, became the perfect matchnha, givingme a new
|l ease on |life with the gi
' the tragedyof the loss of hidife. Some of you may kno
- the miraculous pledge of Fr. Hetum Terverdyan who t
uoualmcdunulandnolal' me that he along with his faithf_ul in the remote town
M. Akhtdéala Armenia would p
entire congregation and by the intercession of All the Sai A . R
that God would grant me the gift o . 2 ct
and a half | ater, following the co ; : : ;
was called to Tufts Medical Center by Dr. Vest to come and receive as she ca
Amew and perfect heart o!
A day later after | was awake and removed from a respirator, | spoke to my d
Hetum to tell me that a miracle happened. Der Hayr was not surprised but ove| s @ : ..o ¥
saying he believed in Chrlfstté(sdds)vrelgamtdewvusll t o ear t|

oer f

people. | pledged to Der Hayr that i f God gave me (fsihe s
him!
Through June 5to Junel8 our years | ater, I finally b ¥hfuGoddnade thig saerede

pilgrimage where we were greeted by Der Hetum, his lovely Yn, Marian, theibéaatiful children and the wonderful
congregation of faithful along with the mayor. Their reception was so overwhelming and we even had a perfufrthamance
group,c h i | dchoie and avisit to Der Hayr andeYetskid s  hwihioheur parish helped renovatieree years ago. Again,
we made a very sizable gift to Der Hayr 6 pari shyoaiitgd mi
Terverdyanbés even joined wus for a | ovely | uAlavhrdiegon 6fo | |
northern Armenia.

Der Hayr, on giving me a beautiful painting of Mt. Ararat, announced to his villagers that he wagldedied have Sts. Sahag
and Mesrob as a sister parish after our chairman, John Megrdichian presented the stewardship diftt Ménilkis was the
ful fill ment of a dream and my heartds desi rdetermioedthatGoadt i r
willing, we will visit Akhtéala again

Fr. Shnork Souin, Pastor

IN A MESSAGE TO THE FAITHFUL OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
CATHOLICOS KAREKIN I CONFIRMS THE ELECTION OF V. REV. FR. MESROP PARSAMYAN

From the Mother See of  Holy Etchmiadzin

We were gratified to be informed in your letter of May 6, 2022, that the Very Reverend Father
MesropVartabedParsamyan has been elected as Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenia
Church of America, by a majority vote of the Diocesan Assembly, convened in New York on May
6-7.

With our pontifical bl essing we h enragRrignatec o n
of the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, and extend our

congratulatlons and best wish¥ge are most hopeful that with the help ¢ ¥ A

the Diocesebs administrative and par.i s h-eldztedd [G"%‘
Primate will enjoy a fruitful service for the greater splendor of the Eastern Diocese of the United St ON“N

With prayers to God, we ask the Lord to always keep the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Churc) | '
and unshaken, granting you good Healbd success in your chutldving activities. '\ “ o
With blessings, ’*"‘u(w.\ Teson ?'Pf» -

KAREKIN Il ~ Catholicos of All Armenians w-.‘Ii?!?'il'i.?..l"SJ!"Q\;?J;”;‘.‘{‘.“».\.\

ONLINE SAFELY AND SECURE OR CHECK



www.armenianchurch.org
The Diocese of the Armenian Church in America-(Eastern)

Elects a New Primate CALENDAR

The V. Rev. Fr. Mesrop Parsamyan JULY
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 24 -Sunday July 247 Transfiguration
In the |naggural session of the_ 120th Assembly of_tl Sunday August 14i Assumption
Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of Amerid AUGUST

on May 6, 2022, the clergy and delegates elected . . _—

Very Rev. Fr. Mesrop Parsamyanto the office of | 21 Cultural Night - Armen Ajemyan, Trumpet
Diocesan Primate. Pending confirmation by H] 1471 Feast of the Assumption and Blessing of Grapes
Holiness Karekin II, the Catholicos of All Armeniang (Donation form inside

Fr. Mesrop will become the 13th Primate of the Eastern Diocese. .
A native of Yerevan, Fr. Mesrop attended Gevorgian Theologi 19- Cultural Night - Ruben Matevosyan
Seminary of Holy Etchmiadzin, W SEPTEMBER I or ¢

in Theola@y in 2003. He was ordained into the holy priesthood that s4 ) :
year, and thereafter served until 2004 as the-btdfer for His Holiness 11-Feast Of;he]i);ag:;[,l%? gLf,]h(;a astcélg OCéerSSind

Eaereklnhllbtﬁ]edcithohacos ?\;QIISA:msTagsé degree in 171 Registration and first day Armenian School
the University of Strasbourg, France, and studie®ublin, Ireland at the OCTOBER
International Study Centrén 2011 he received his Archimandrit§ 237 Spiritual Music Festival
(Vardapej rank: the Doctoral degree of the Armenian Church. NOTE: Mark Your Calendar
As a professor at Gevorgian Theological Seminary fronY20@011, Fr. .
Mesrop taught Christian Ethics, and simultaneously served as dey Fa” Bazaar'December 3 4.
chancellor of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin. During this period, he
had two pastoral stays in Brussels, Belgium, and in Nice, France.
He went on to serve the Armeni@hurch Diocese in Geneva, Switzerland, as its Locum Tenens Primate. He was Vicar General of the Armenia
Diocese in Marseille, France, from 2012 to 2013, and the following year served in Paris as Locum Tenens Primate of &meDAocese of
France Throughout his ministry in Europe (20@D14), Fr. Mesrop was member of the Church and Society Commission of the Conference of
European Churches.
Fr. Mesrop Parsamyan came to the United States in 2015, and took up the pastorship of Holy Virgin BlagteaghtArmenian Church in
Belleville, IL, for a period of two years. In 2017 he took up a position at the Diocesan Center in New York City agatsafiMdmistries.
He was appointed as Vicar of St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral in 2018.
In the autumn of @19, Fr. Parsamyan answered the call of His Holiness Karekin 11, to return to the Mother See and take up a new role as D
of Gevorgian Seminary. He | ed the seminary through Asiomferidisads
Holiness, returning to the U.S. in 2021, to take up the position of Director of Ministries of the Eastern Diocese,sshefriegmate Bishop
Daniel Findikyan.
On May 6, 2022, clergy and lay delegates representing the parishes of the Eastese Biected Fr. Parsamyan to the office of Diocesan
Primate. The meeting took place in New York City, at the St. Vartan Cathedral Complex, with delegates participatingisothamg online.
Some 181 delegates took part in the election.
NOTE: At this writing, we were informed of an automobile accideninvolving Fr. Mesrob, on his way to Camp Ararat. He is

stable but, in the hospital, undergoing treatment fora broken hip and legs. Please keep Hayr Surp in your prayers.

Chairmandés Corner

It is my hope that you are all enjoying the warmth of Summeraaateeping busy. Needless to say, we continue to be busy at
Church. After a very busy Easter season, the church has remained a beehive of activity. On Sunday, May 15, the members o
new Parish Cencil for the 2022023 year were installed at the conclusion of BadesfagreDer Hayr also welcomed our new
CommunicationgCoordinator, Melissa Amershekater in the month, the Parish Council participated with Councils of Sts
Vartanants and Armenian Euphrates Evangelical Church in the annual Tri Parish Dinner. It was great besakingrbour
fellow Councils. We shared the various programs and activities that are going on in our respective communities.
On June 5, Der Hayr led a group of pilgrims (my family included) on a trip of a lifetime to Armenia. We spamdiksin our horland and
visited many historic and religious sites. One of the many highlights was an audience with His Holiness Karekin 1. Veeshapgaging
with the group and answered several questions. He told us that as the figsbetic group to visit withim, we should encourage others
to follow in our footsteps. We enjoyed the nightlife in Yerevan and the people were so hospitable and welcoming thatdicamgotagain.
For those of you who have never been to Armenia should condider lh wasamazing.
On Sunday, June 26, we hosted the annual Church Festival (picnic). A great time was had by all, and the food was apedteaysaiThe
festival could not have been successful without the hard work of Chairman Jeff Boghossian, his teaastaoidtlaotisands who helped. Job
well done by Jeff and Company.
Also on Monday, July 18, we held our annual PK Golf Tournament at the Cranston Country Club. While our numbers wégheetfitites
year, everyone had a great time. Kudos to Marc Janagid his committee for another successful tournament.
| want to say that probably the most successful event that was held most recently was our Vacation Bible School. & toekvwelek of June
27 through July 1. Nearly 30 children participated intvhaw a s  Griead BigeBeautiful World .
They took part in classes from the bible, how to magiekhars field trips, singing hymns, planting herbs and vegetables and much more.
Much thanks to Der Hayr, Debbie Onanian and many others who helped bring fhigion. We look forward to seeing the results of the
seeds that were sown that weke were also very proud to hddishop Daniel Findikyan on the occasion of thidination to rank of Deacon
of our own Anthony Maldonado. Congratulationsdiothony and hisMom, Maro andamily who hosted a delicious luncheon in his honor!
Have a great rest of the Summer!!
Sincerely,
John Megrdichian Parish Council Chairman
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News from the Pews
During thecommemorations of Holy Martyrs and the Armenian Genocide, on Agtibad in the month
of April generally, there were a number of commemorative events held in the State of Rhode Islan
which were attended by members of ourg@gation and the pastor of which some were hosted by
congregation.
All of this saw its climax orSunday April 24following the Divine Liturgy where the entire commumt VM
gathered at the North Burial Ground sponsored by the AMMC of RI with the participation of all Arm¢&s
churches, auxiliary, community and political groups of our state, attended bypuktigal dignitaries
with a rousingkey note address by Stepan Piligian of Massachusetts. Of note, Sts. Sahag and
Cultural Committee hosted a concert by the Rl Armenian Chorale, saw Leonard Arzoomanian, a @
leader and servant of our parish identified asMvidence Armenian of the Year at the flag raising
Mayor Lombardi. Fr. Shnork was invited to offer the opening prayéne premier showing dbong of
SolomonHe also went made a pilgrimage with the Armenian School to the NBG where he offered p
of intercession to the Holy Martyrs along with the many students and their families on April 23.
Here are some other highlights from activities throughout the Spring where we see more and more people atte u g
and enjoying the fellowship of a vibrantitta community here at Sts. Sahag and Mesrob following the day
pandemic.
In May we welcomed our reCommunications Coordinator, Melissa Masoian AmershekMelissa worls 3 days
a week and isesponsiblegfor communications, marketingpcial mediaand Outreach and various otlministries ¢4
relating to parish communications and misgimler the direction of Dé#ayr. g
1 Sunday April 17 TheJunior Choir sang during the Easter Badarak.
1 Sunday May 1571 Fr. Shnork . .
conducted arinstallation and blessingof
the newly formed Parish Council at the |7
conclusion of Badarakand welcoming
Melissa our new Communications
Coordinator.
1 May 1971 This year, The Armeniang
Evangelical Church hosted a waelitended }
Tri-Church Dinner of the three Armenian
Church commnities wherethere were over
20 people enjoying fellowship and a lovel®
mealprepared by our hosts
Fr. Shnork joined brother Clergy and faithfulfegcension DayBadarakfellowship hosted by Ascension
church in Trumbull Ct.
1 June 51871 Armenia Trip with Fr. Shnorki (see an article by Melissa Megrdichian)
i Thursday June 2B8Fr. Shnork hosted @ay-long retreat for the Rl Orthodox Clergy Fellowship
attended by 14 guest clergy including Frs. Haroutiun and Garabed (New Britain), Fr. Nigoghos
(Springfield) and D. Gary Alexander. The guest speaker Fr. Demetrious a priest of the Greek Orthodox
Church, spoke about addiction. The dinner was prepared by Fr. Shnork and Yn. Julintibony
Maldonado and Gary Dombrowski.
i Sunday June 26 We hetl our very successful and memorable
SSMAC Armenian Festivalwith the Mugrdichian band, performance g
of the Nazeli Dance Groyplr. Choirand delicious foods. Itvas
beautifulbut very hot day under the tendgd most importantlg lot of
fun. Thanks to JéBoghosianand the wonderful committee and volunteers for great wi
and a sacrifice of love for the good of our parish and building up of our community.
1 Sunday July 10How blessed we were at the celebration offpescopal Badarakby Bp.
DANIEL who ordained Dn. Anthony Maldonado to the diaconate. The ordination a : 9
Divine Liturgy was foll owed by a del. e \VE N
and prepared by Dn. A nfanhlpandnésy otheo volunte®btaan® y -
membersb t he Womenés Guil d who aadParsh @Qouncil{ s
members. How blessed are we to have such wonderful young people who will ser
church armed with the orthodox faith and a passion for service and the witness of o
Lord!Congratul ations to him aathnieoo hes i &s ‘
: 1 July 11-127 Fr. Shnork attends anqii ,
participates in théuneral of our former Awu 2
parishioner Gagik Saribekyan and [ i
visited with his family after his tragic loss
in a fatalaccident in Charlotte NC.
1 Monday July 18 Golf Outing
(see article and pictures below.

~
/\-,
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YOUTH ACTIVITES
April 10 - Youth Palm Sunday LuncheorOrganized and prepared by our youth!!
- = —April 1771 Easter- Junior Choir sang during the
: ' : Badarak
April 23 - Friday May 131 What a wonderful
time we had at ourouth Outing Bowling
foll owed by dinner ai
Saturday June ¥ 7:30 Cultural Committee
Annual Talent Show
Sunday June b Pentecost Sunday School
Last Day
Sunday June 12 Armenian School Hantess
June 27July 1VBS Vacation Bible School
ACYOA Sports Weekend and General
Assembly TEXAS-Attended by Dns. Anthony
and Garen and joined by
others at Sports Weekend. | | households where only the mother went to
June 12-Armenian School services every week, a minuscule 2 -3 percent

Hantess | %@\ of children grew up to do the same. In

Py

P
\ N
.; i

b |

d

households where both father and mother
attended, that number jumped to 33 percent
of their children, with a further 41 percent
coming to church irregularly. -Swiss Study

eSoit is with Christés body. We are ma
belong to each other. E ~ (Romans 12:5)
PLEASE , SIGN YOUR CHILDREN UP FOR FALL AC TIVITIES AND ENC OURAGE

THEIR PARTICIPATION IN ALL YOUTH ACTIVITIES!
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Sunday School Seaear "

Dear Friends, BlG m

pE————— We love to share stories that demonstrate the true heart of;
: When everyone pitches in to help at the level they can, beau fWo&LD

things happen...
In January, we launched oti&etTheTableproject to equip village schbocafeterias
with furniture and dishware. When the Sunday schoolers at Sts. Sahag and Mesrob
Armenian Church in Providence heard about it, they took action to help.
Together, the group made and sold chocolete -
bunnies and crosses throughout Lent, raising
total of $2100! A local Armenian candy compan
donated the melting chocolate.

: / o 10-yearold Liana and her -§earold brother | *
Nareg part|C|pated in the |n|t|at|ve Liana shares: "It was fun ... | liked joining to help people thi t
in need [and] workingaa t eam wi t h my chur ch family.o |
We received the beautiful donation in the middle offstountdownToCamp project. The children's
heartwarming gift will send several kids like them to camp this summer.
We are sooo grateful! (And Nareg, you absolutely can do ihgpa
Helena & the AyoTeam
Here is the link to the registration form for this coming school year

https://forms.gle/A6J3XInBgZEC7v157
T Deborah A. Onanian, Superintendent

Dear Der Hayr and members of the Parish Council,

| am writing to you to tell you about my time at 8artan camp! 2022-2023 SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM
On July 3rd my parents took my brother John and | tvy&tan 1. Email*

camp! | had two roommates and they were very nice to 1
Every day wewvoke up early in the morning or if you were stil
asleep then they would wake you up with myBIOT FUN!).
We also had flagpole when we sang the national anthem 3. Address: *
America and Armenia. We also did some exercises too! We

campfires, pootime, andspots. It was so much fun!!! At St.

Vartan camp | made some new friends and so did my brotl 4 Fhone Number(s):

a  Your email

2. Sfudent Name: *

We can't wait to see everyone next yeso! what | wanted to 8. Your anawer

say was: THANK YOU FOR THE BEST TIME IN MY 5 parent Mames: *
LIFENIN It was an AWESOME experience too! Thanjou, -

Sts. Sahagand Mesrob! & TreneE

From one of your supporters, 6. Parent Email Address(es):
Avedis George Stickler or otherwise known as good news a Your anawer

Dear Der Hayr and members of the Parish Council, 7. Child's Date of Birth: *

I am writing to you because | wanted to share my experie 4. Date

from St.Vartan camp. 8. Grade in Schoal: *

When my parentsrdve methere,l had no idea what to expec
at such a beautiful place with amazing greenery. Everyone
a very friendly attitude to us when we got there and some of 9 Any Known Allergies? *

Auntieds friends knew us. If you answered yes to the above guestion, if you could please inform us of the
there and | indeed did feel laome.

Every day was amazing in its own special way. | learned hov
speak Armenian such as fAPar
class with Der Khatch and Der Mesrop. We had arts and cr  10.Emergency Contact Name and Number: *

class where | was able to use my creativity. We learr & Your snawer

Armenian songs an_d_sharagans Wlth. Hayr .S'meon' Our m(. 11.Has your child been Baptized and or Confirmed in the Armenian Church? *
were more than delicious and tasted like a gift from heaven.
Cl TO6s (Counselors in tr a 12.Do you give permission for your child to be photographed for use in church
phenomenal. They were super nice and they understood publications (newsletter/bulletiniwebsite/church social media sites)? *
Every dayat 2:30 ta3:30 thejunior boys and girls would get tc
swim in the pool. It was beyond fun. The evening progra
were always different and more fun than the last one. We
chapel in the morning and before we went to bed andlapd was the deacon.

Every person at theamp was nice. | especially liked Nurse Adriene. We built an 80's restaurant themed puzzle. | never got to see itffinisagd bu
a big help when building it. Kathryn made everything great and was always a good buddy and was always cheerful.

| was heattroken when | had to leave the wonderful place called camp andimext will stay for two weeks! Thank you for the scholarship to go
to St.Vartan camp. It was probably the best thing | did all summer.

Sincerely

John Stickler

April/May/June2022 5 AParoso Saints Sal

g Your answer

allergy. This information will only be shared with the child’s teacher.

a. Your answer

13. Comments:


https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/C92B03E5-B1F9-48E4-B7BC-A188EE1D6482/r/C92B03E5-B1F9-48E4-B7BC-A188EE1D6482_fa8ba861-f261-464e-85c3-650da8c668cc/l/31E08D1D-5952-4178-9756-E31A39D5693C/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/C92B03E5-B1F9-48E4-B7BC-A188EE1D6482/r/C92B03E5-B1F9-48E4-B7BC-A188EE1D6482_fa8ba861-f261-464e-85c3-650da8c668cc/l/CC3771D2-3B7E-4608-9814-1DD4EBB8165C/c
https://forms.gle/A6J3XfnBgZEC7v157

A rmenian School

Fifth Anniversary!
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https://forms.gle/QNZiznKHWomqjTM5A

ARMENIA MISSION TRIP - June 5 - 18

We were there as tourists, but in our hearts, we were
homeé

That is the only way to
perfectly sum up the feelings
| had after our figrimage to
Armenia. Being a first timer
i n Hayastan, I
what to expect. We had our
itineraries, a group
orientation prior to the trip,
anyone and everyone we
spoke to before the
. adventure told us how
. wonderful it would be, the
. beauty of our lad, the
8 delicious food, the altogether
= different culture, but no
words could do this country,
these people this experience, the proper Just|ce

from Cranston, to Logang
Airport,  eventually
Yerevan.John, Debra, Peterf,
and Melissa Megrdichian,&

accompanied by
Yaghjian, Anthony |
Maldonado, Rina Horenian
Scott  Asadorian, Gary
Nahabedian,

Parnagian, joined

Shnork from the start. We s

met Christine Hoogasian of MA at Logan Airport as WeII as
Fabio Amirlian of Ohio at Charles De Gaulle. In Yerevan, after
about 24 hours of travelling we met up with Jaime Kaloustian
of New York City and Anita Desjardins of Vancouver, Canada.
Addi ti onal | y, Arde Brigitttand brdthersns i s t
law Zak and Kamerjoined us for part of the trip as well. The
wonderful Marina Khachatryan of Yerevan fearlessly lead our
eclectic group of travelers all over Armenia. From the dry heat
in the Erebouni Fortress, to the beautiful Canyon of Garni, the
historic, longlasting monasteries all over, the luscious greenery
in Lori region, to the highly reverent Etchmiadzin, to the
impressively developed city of Gyumri all the way back to the
finest wineries and cognac
of this historicland had a story, had a purpose, and all was
shared with us through the passionate descriptions by our
wonderful Marina. In her words we could feel her love and
respect for her country, and in her shared truths and tales, | can
say we all came to feel thaame love and respect for our
country, our Armenia. Juxtaposed with the beauty, we also felt
the hurt and solemnity in our time at the Genocide Memorial
and Museum as well as the Yereblur Military Pantheon
honoring our fallen heroes. These experiences wembling

and pulled at our heartstrings.

Our time touring Armenia was enriching and packed with must
see |l andmarks and experiencesp
we became one with the Armenian people, culture and fully
immersed as just other Armen&in the crowd. How many

times did we say to each
people on the streets
wedbre back in the states,

April/May/June2022 7

aspect of our Armenia experience that st i | | canbd
comprehend is just how safe and at peace we all felt walking
the streets of Yerevan, even at night. If you ask them, crime
(and COVI D) Adoesndt exist he
and welcomed. Any request, whether it was a&staurant, in a
business, or i n someoneds h
problem, o6 further reinforcing
mo st hospitable and accommode
nevar sfargett showingr up tdler Taghe (Our Village) on
Tumanyan geet with a group of 10 to find our eagerplease
waiter, Nareg who immediately assembled a row of tables just
for us, his new American friends and shower us with the best
Lahmajun.SouBouregandMantewe 6 ve ever t ast
This warm and welcome@eling we received made us all want

to give back as much as possible. We were unbelievably

i mpressed the AGBU Childr

by
wowed by the talents of their students, so much so that many of
us bought their beautiful artwork. We were desewith open
arms by Der Hetum, his family and his parish in Akhtala so
much so that we all felt compelled to donate to him and his
church (With all contributions, we raised over $3500 just for

2dzNJ YA&&A2Y |yR LAEINRYI3S
€hluréh -given to Fr. Hetum the pastor by Der Hayr and John
Megrdichian whilevisiting his family home vth the group)

. Any tourist site with shops or vendors selling souvenirs, at
least one if not all of us flocked to shop and support the locals.
We evenhad an audience on Sunday before Diving Liturgy
with His Holiness, Catholicos Karekin I, a surreal and
humbling experience to say the least!

T :

|l 6d be remiss if I di me n
fa gib. Riishirfy Jowd BelrRdr fapid® ¥f @ébetfRMaﬂh‘é Lor| vel
region is certainly something
expression on Der Shnorkés f a

large rock and he and Fabio almost fell all the way back and
into the water! Luckily, they were pulled back in and wall
stayed afloat, but | still feel that adrenaline rush every time |
think back on it! Additionally, my memory of our group being
welcomed into the home of a local family to not only serve us
the best Dolma, but also to provide us witlfGatamaking
lesson is still one of my fondest. Our trip was perfectly wrapped
up with the best view of Mount Ararat clearly seen from our
seats on the plane as we boarded our fllght back home It was
rhehilabsWavayo bt Thioht e & atylj Mgo &
Th|s experiace has refreshed our faith, and the hunger for our
Armenian cul ture. I 6m f il

0t hefeel flolv Sty twe hrd asla Watidn, WeWill Bict lose tWF?at |§ e
speaki nghiufy ofirs Aghift 'Th?sohatlbnt h8sSbeed thfoyh hell dnd W
b u t padk St $h the Wdtd® f t

e 1 nePam gk
AfPar oso Sai

re9QHdhS
nts Sat



will not laugh, sing, and pray again. For when two of them meet
anywhere in the world, see if they will not create a New
Ar meni a. 0 | 6m i mmens edhanginggr at €
experience with our group, and stilhéi myself gushing over

this experience to anyone who ¥ vV e
back, |l 6m already planning an:¢( an
back to Armenia, back to our home. May our memories of :

--Melissa Megrdichian

¥

Hayastan | ast as |l ong as ouhe f}§ : ch if
ask me, the Zyearold Port Wine was incomparable! : \ ‘

On Fathero6s Da i
Oaklawn Cemetery in g

Edgewood, a crowd gathered &
the gravesite of Aghaba

about 20 years of age who pass¢
away close to a century ago. Hi

alone at the very back of thegge
Armenian  section of thel ,
cemetery. A service was performed Fr. Kapri
Nazarian, with the participation dbeacon
Garen Megridichian of St. Sahag and St
Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church as well

deaconsrbm Sts. Vartanants Church
Leonard fLend isAhonaredasnldont Rravidenéemenian of the Year at Flag
raising ceremony at N. Providence City Hall.

OnHoly Thursday we returned to a full compliment of participants at a beautiful morning Bad
in celebration of the establishment of oul
full Khavaroom
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The Ordination of Dn. Antheny Maldenade

4

2022 SYMPOSIUM
The 2022 Faith-Buildng Women Symposium o

FA]TH dayplong conference crected for soman by woman.
Lat sxmlors aur snten in the Blie ond develop on

unduratanding of ther place, purpose in Bibbeol iatory,

BUILDING el )

ssamion, lunch with o presemation of an Ammenian

WOM EL\ Famele Scint end on impicatianal clasng activity.

A daghang sovtemace Creoned for wirwn, by waves EYMPOSIUM SCHEDULE

OCTORER 15, 2022 | CHECK IN OAM 000 - 10:30 AM Cofles ond choreg recaphon

HOLY TRINITY ARMENIAN CHURCH

: 5
& A 1030 - BOAS AWM Opanieg blassing and Spmpssium infrs
A - K00 PR Eayote specker
Laprcre qpaciars De. Scbarms Erase & Aps Nakaduas 1208 - 12:45 M. Focun group fbreakeut sessian
""" e 1245 - LAPM  Lunch

130 - 00 PM.  Pressntation of on Acmanian female Saint
FECISTRATION BEGINS AUOUST 15
REOISTER AT WAL FATTHALRDINGNONEN. COM 300 - 34 PM Kepnote spacker
L

. 345 - 4:00 PM  Focus group,/breckout ssssicn

05 - SAEFM  CGuided maditation and cloing proyer

g

Cultural Committee Fall Programming
Cultural committee's upcoming events 2022:
U Sunday, October 23, at 5 pm - Spiritual Music Festival, Church
Sanctuary
0 Saturday, November 19, at 7 pm - Concert, in Egavian hall
U Friday, December 9 - Annual Christmas Concert, at 7 pm, Church
Sanctuary
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COME JOIN THE
STS. SAHAG AND MESROB
JUNIOR CHOIR

Conducted by
MAESTRO KONSTANTIN PETROSSIAN

We invite your children and grandchildren!

To Learn:

* How to read music

* Religious hymns

* Popular Armenian songs

* Participate in Divine Liturgy, Annual Talent Show,
Christmas concert

Open for all children ages 6 thru 17!

Rehearsals at the Egavian Cultural Center
every Monday at 7:30 p.m.

For more information call the Church Office at 272-7712
or Maestro Petrossian at 861-3573, e-mail: Petroskon(@aol.com

The Junior Choir’s CDs can be found on the following web pages:
e http//www.cdbaby.com/cd/narek
e hup://www.cdbaby.com/cd/jcossmac

More PicturessfromnvBS!
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COME JOIN THE
STS. SAHAG AND MESROB

“Nazeli” Armenian Dance Group

We invite your children and randchildren!

Learn traditional Armenian folk dancing!
Make great friends! & Have fun!

Open for all children ages 4 thru 17

Rehearsals at the Egavian Cultural Center
every Monday from 6: to 7:30 p.m.
For more information on the "Nazeli " dance group call to
Mrs. Janna Guegamian, Chair of the Arts Education Program,
at 861-3573, e-mail: Petroskon@aol.com

=
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ARTS EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

APPLICATION FORM FOR FIRST SEMESTER OF 2022 - 2023

The Saints Sahag and Mesrob Armenian Church Cultural Committee offers art and cultural
mstruction in the following areas for a very modest fee. In which classes would your child
{children) be interested?

AGES 3-17
CLASSES: Number of Children Ages

Drawing and Sculpture
Nazeh Dance Group (ages 5-10)
Nazeh Dance Group (ages 11-17)

Piano
Violin
Guntar
Voice traiming

Are there any other classes you would hke to see offered?
Name e-mail
Address Tel.#

Registration for 2022 - 2013 First Semester is on Saturday, September 10 from 12 noon
to | pm in school aria of 5ts. Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Chuarch, 70 Jefferson St
Providence, R1

Arts and Music classes begin on Saturday, September 24, 2022,
Nazeli Dance group begin on Monday, September 12, 2022

Please send apphcation to: Cultural Commuttee Arts Education Program,
Saints Sahag and Mesrob Armenian Church, 70 Jefferson St., Providence, RI 02908

For more information, or questions about the Arts Education Program please contact Program's
Chairperson Mrs. Janna Guegaman 401 §61-3573, e-mail: Petroskon{@aol.com
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Annual Golf Outing July 18, 2022 Cranston Country Club

Our Annual Golf Outing at Cranston Country Club was a grand success and was attended by many golfers and suppc
by a great many wonderful parishioners and friends and was namB& thlemorial Golf Outing The big wnner was

Nick Ferrara for closest time pin and longest drivéWe had a wonderful day and special thanks to Dr. Martin Papazian
and Gary Domrowski who prpepared the on course lunch and watering hole where many of the above pictures were ta
The committee would like to you all and for yaupport and pariticipation for this great evertihnks to our sponsors!!!!
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DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA (EASTERN)
UOUSLALAIARRRRYL 2U8N8 UUBMPUUSH ULGhBLEUL PEUR

Bishop Daniel Findikyan, Primate
05/06/2022

Sts, Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Church
Rev. Fr. Shnork Souin

70 Jefferson Street

Providence, RI 02908-4923

Dear Fr. Shnork:

Thank you for your generous donation of $1,600.00 dated 04/25/2022 to the Ukrainian
Armenian Relief Fund. We have all witnessed the heartbreaking images from Ukraine and are
deeply grateful that you are answering our call to support our Armenian brethren,

As indicated by our Primate, we are sending money directly to Ukraine on a regular basis in
support of the Armenian community.

We wish you and your loved ones the very best of health and to remain safe during these
challenging times.

The Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern) is dedicated to upholding our
centuries-old faith and traditions. With your support, we are able to develop and implement
'nmhmes and programs to ensure lhal the Armenian Church remains vital in the lives of

ivi , families, and

Please note that no goods or services were received and that your contribution is tax-deductible
(ID# 13-1628202) to the fullest extent of the law.,

Thank you once again for your support.

Warm regards
D
Lave, Easdans

I .aurie Onanian
Development Director

FEAST OF THE DOBMITION
AND ASSUMPTION OF ST.
MARY MOTHER OF 60D
BLESSING OF GRAPES
DONATIONS

Sunday August 14, 2022|

Please consider an in-kind donation for Grapes for this
Sunday August 15% on the Feast of Assumption. This
will be a God pleasing and much needed offer of
sacrifice for this most blessed feast and remembrance of
our Heavenly Queen and Mother. It 15 also a great way to
help your church in stewardship and if voud like to, to honor or remamber
loved ones, especially mothers and those who may bear the name of Mary,
Mariam_ MaryAnne, etc.

Please visit, our safe and secure on-line payment to make a onetime gift for
Asdvadsadsin.

Note: Please note in whose memory or in whose honor you are making the
donation in the comment section.

BEY PHONE/CREDIT CARD OR CHECK: Don’t want to pay on-line? No
problem, If vou would like to pay by check or credit card, please call the office
directly and leave a message at 401-272-7712 or zend a check to
Sts. Sahag and Mesrob Church
Please list:

In Memory of:

In Honor of:

*Please note that your donation be noted on the respective Sunday Bulletin and Paros
Newsletter.
Please make your offering to:

Sts. Sahag and Mesrob Armenian Church
70 Tefferson Street
Providence, RI 02908
NOTE: GRAPES

With love for the Mother of God
Fr. Shnorlk Souin, Pastor

Transfiguration- JULY 24, 2022 This is One of the Five Great Tabernacle Feasts of the Armenian Church

esson

for

Three disciples come faem-face with themind-boggling nature of God. How do they react? And is
there a |

us in their experience? Tha

Transfigurationd which the Armenian Church will observe on Sunday, July 24.
Please read the Article logv by Chris Zakian

April/May/June2022
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There is a mystery at the heart of Christianity. In our Divine Liturgy, we worship Jesus Christ as the Son of God, thé>8esmondf

the Holy Trinity, the Incarnate Word of the Lord, through whom the entire universe was createdmitethuman beings, we might
naturally askwheredo we fit into all thisZCan such a cosmic being really care about creatures as small as us?

A clue to such questions is quietly offered in the Gospel story of the TransfigurMathew 17:113).

Prior to the Transfiguration, Jesus had been very secretive about his true mission and identity, even to his twelve Atsoig @oint,

Jesus asked them who they thought he was. After a round of wrong answers from hhe o s , Peter spoke up a
Christ, the Son of the living God. o Jesus bl essed Pedresurrettiom. t h
Now, the disciples had always understood that Jesus was a uniqua@oidant figuré he was, after all, a riveting teacher, an inspiring
leader, a powerful miractevorker. But here, for the first time, they were being let in on the secretsohow speciallesus was.

With that disclosure, the groundwork was now prepai@dtiie visual spectacle of the Transfiguraowhich is the very next episode

in Matthewds gospel

The Transfiguration

AloneandApart The story begins: AAfter six days, Jesus took Peter an
mou nt ai n Right faomthe start, we are given a subtle reminder of the mystery of Creation, in the seemingly unnecessary commel
about isi x days. 0 The mountaintop, t oo, i s a pl acetheHighaytsdeser y .
inhospitable to human beings: this is a world quite | roeseofthel | vy

Bible met in solitude with God Himself.

In this strange, unearthly environment, Jesus suddenly appdwsically changed and glorifiddtransfigured to the three disciples:
Aihis face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was wlheprophetas t
emergefrom the mists of Biblical history, anldreak into conversation with Jesus.

This fantastic scene unfolds as if the disciples were not there; the presence of Peter, James and John is either foggotish or

the participants in the mystical proceedings. For their own part, the disciplesfeslisas though they have stumbled upon something
they were not supposed to see. It is Peter who finally finds voice to speak, but his words are little more than a plea eofber | fi L
it is good for us to be here; if you would like, let us buildethitabernacles [shrines or shelters] here, one for you, one for Moses and
one for EIlijah. o

It is a kind and pious sentiment; but it seems woefully inadequate to the grand scale of the event. Imagine havinghthigre atest

figures of all time materialz e r i ght before your eyes, and all you can think
circumstances, it might be better simply to keep silent.
Jesus, Mo s es, and Elijah seem to take nochanedto finish, befis imegrtpeed ldysher e

most astonishing apparition yet: fifa bright cThsisdny lmelowed Soh,andvbome d

| am well pleased; hearyehimd0 The voice i s so 40dénave,tdughimergin nolmaltsituatiohneall tbithe groupd e
and hide their faces in fright.

Lifting Their Eyes At this point, one feels compelled to askust what is going on here?

Reading the story fills wus wit h omsigeifg2Whyg ars Mosed/'aral Elijath presenmthataels they 6 s
represent? Are they supposed to be ghosts? Conjured spirits? Actual historical figures plucked from their own times? théat are
talking about with Jesus? And what is the meaning of that cloud?

Unfortunately, none of these questions is answered for us in the story. We may speculate about them, or interpret thers wayario

but in the most profound sense, we are in the dark about the Transfiguration.

Yet this is a familiar situation forus. Gé6ds ways are mysterious, and His infinite ne
theological teaching is our attempt to come to an understanding of God and the universe He created. Bk isvieist a peek into
something we cannot fully comprehd.

The story of the Transfiguration illustrates a paraldrgeéndbis t ua
centr al pl ace in Godébés scheme. By comparison to suchsmallhandngs,
meani ngl ess. Perhaps thi s idsjustak the fsao af huenan nothinghebses theiseumeé qf mecls donfdsion |

and misery in our own world.

But the key to the story is yet to come.

As they lie on the ground, their bodiesr e mb | i n g, their eyes shut, the disciples fee
it says, ffand be not afraid. o-impdsedydarkneseakd what do tleeynleehodd? Tihg gldrious Bon oth e
God? The culmination oBiblical history? The divine creator of the universe?

In the truest sensall of these thingsre still standing before them. ; 3 1
But what the discipleseeis much simpler, and in its own way much more wonderf
AWhen they |lifted np maejrsevesJesheyo
One imagines that Peter, James and John must have greeted the calm, familiar s
their master with a sigh of relief. Th@yand wé still have many questions about th
Transfiguration and the mysterious universe it embailiggegions which may never
be answered to our complete satisfaction.
But the gospel writer seems to be telling us that whateadly need to look at, first and
foremost, is Jesus Christ. Because he contains all of these mysteries within hi
Christ is ourhuman point of contact with the gigantic questions about God, Creat
and manés place in it. He is our fami/l
Out of Darkness We are like the disciples in the story of the Transfiguration. Christ
called us to walkwith him. Why did he choose us? Where is he taking us? We ca
say for certain. All we know is that he is leading us upward. Our ascending path will be strenuous at times, and it ugltdemplace
beyond our everyday lives. Some of the things we dering our climb may be too enormous, too confusing, too frightening for our
human minds to grasp. At the same time, our human gestures of piety and reverence, however sincere they may be, aetmétequat
momentous thing we seek to hodomuchasPeer 6 s r emar ks about building shrines seem
But Christ did not come among us just to show us how insignificant we are.

He came to show us that the infinite God Who created the universe, who transcends time anis spdadeo big to concern Himself

with human things.

With his hand on our shoul der, and his voice in our esar sayineg
By Christopher H. Zakian
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At Iong last and foIIowmg the end of
the pandemic, Fr. Shnork Souin and
Sts. Sahag and Mesrob of Providence
Churchwere smleased to finally host
Vacation Bible school from Monday
June 27July 1. Each day the program
began at 10am. and lasted till 3 pm.
and was joyfully Attended by 28
children.
The Director Debbie Onanian and a
wonderful staff and crew offered a
wonderful and happy week under the
t h e meGods GreatBig Beautiful :

Worl do. The children | earned t haraft)ant praoticad apglication the womders, s

gifts and responsibilities that come with his creation with mankind at its center created in his image and likeness.

During the week, the children went on an excursion field trip to the local zoo, planteditifld garden with basil which

wi |1 produce the crop for the feast of the exaltatio

creation and established so many new friendships. We are thankful to Almighty God for this wandexéch and blessed

youth ministry.

Prayerfully

Fr. Shnork Souin, pastor

April/May/June2022 16 AParoso Saints Sal



